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1 5 APR 1982 

. CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (P 333 725 874} 

Mr. Paul Matthews 
Vice President - Operations 
R:andlers Exploration and Development Corporation 
P .0. Box 6217 
A 1 buqoorque. Mew Mexico 87107 

Re: Show cause Order Docket No. SC-VI-82-001 
NPOES Penmit Uo. NM0026S73 

Dear Mr. Matthews: 

Violation of a Federal t~POES pemit requires the Environmental Protection 
Agency to take apfropriate enforcement action to assure compliance. 
Pursuant to the C ean Mater Act (33 u.s.c. 1251 et seq.). the enclosed 
Sho\"J Cause Order is hereby served on you and Ranchers Exploration and 
DevelOpment Corporation for tile violations described therein.-

The procedures for determining the date of the show cause meeting are given 
in the attached Order. 

Sincerely, 

lSI Kenton Kirkpatrick 
tor 

Myron o. Knudson, P.£. 
Oi rector, Water f1anagement Divi shm ( 6W) 

Enclosure 

cc: Charles Nylander 
1\tew Mexico Enviromental 

Improvement Division 
bee: Knudson (6W) 

fai son5 (EM-338) 
2-Ramirez (6ES-S) 
Stender~ (6W-EA) 
lee (60PA) 
R. File {OWE) 
Ballard (6W-EA)~ 
Corl~y (60RC) 

04/07/82 :HOLLEY :pl: 74375:0ROER&l23/NM26573 :8V:095HOL01&2&0RDER :IO-fiOllEYlO 

6W-EC 6\1-E 60RC 

Ferguson Hartung Benthul 



UNITED STATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 6 

IN THE MATTER OF 

RANCHERS EXPLORATION AND 

§ 
§ 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION § 
§ 

PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 309(a)(3) § 
and (a)(4), CLEAN WATER ACT, § 
[ 33 USC 1319 (a)( 3) and (a) ( 4)], § 
in RE: NPDES PERMIT NO. NM0026573 § 

.DOCKET NO. SC-VI-82-001 

FINDINGS OF VIOLATION AND 
AND 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

The following FINDINGS are made and ORDER issued pursuant to the authority 

vested in the Administrator ?f the Environmental Protection Agency by the 

above referenced statute (hereinafter the Act) and duly delegated to the 

Regional Administrator, Region 6, and duly redelegated to the undersigned 

Director, Water Management Division, Region 6. 

I. 

Ranchers Exploration and Development Corporation (hereinafter referred to 

as the Corporation) is a Corporation located in the State of New Mexico and 

having a facility known as the Johnny M. Mine, which is located at Sections 

7 and 18E, T13N, ~8W, NMPM. The mailing address for the Corporation is 

P.O. Box 6217, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87107. 

II. 

Pursuant to the authority of Section 402(a)(l) of the Act [33 USC 

1342(a)(1)], Region 6 issued National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permit No. NM0026573 to the Corporation on April 1, 1976, 

with a scheduled effective date of July 3, 1976. This permit was adjudi-
' 

cated by the Corporation, which resulted in the permit becoming fully 

effective on February 13, 1981. The permit authorizes the discharge of 

specified qualities and quantities of effluent to San Mateo Creek. The 

permit also requires the submission of discharge monitoring reports and 

noncompliance reports. 
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III. 

As a result of violating the conditions of HPDES PerrAit No. ii~0026573,. 

Administrative Order VI-Sl-086 was issued to the Corporation on June 25, 

1981. Part B of the ORDEn stated •rhat the· corporation 1mmed1 ately comp1y 

with all conditions of perw1t MM0026573a. 

IV. 

FIHOIUGS OF VIOLATION 

Bated em information pravfded by the Enviromt~ntal Protection Agency, th~ 

State of New Hexico, and the Corporationt the Corporation has violated Part 

I. A-2 of the permit and Administrative Order Vl-81-086. Part~' in that 

_ the following pararaeter violations are noted for outfall 001: 

Permit He. of 
Oate Parameter Violation Limits Excursions ---- - . . 

10-81 Total Radium (avg) lB. 74 p GilL 3 p Ci/L 
10-81 Total Rad1 um (niax) 42.10 p Ci/L 10 p C1/L 2 
11-81 Total Rad 1m~ ( av g} 6.60 p C1/l 3 p Ci/L 
11-81 Total Radium (max) 14.42 p Ci/L 10 p Ci/L 1 
11-81 Total 'Radiu~t~ ( avg) 9.81 p Ci/l 3 p Ci/l 
12-81 Total Radium (max) 16.98 p Ci/L 10 p C1/L 1 
l-12-81 Total ~adiurn (max} 13.61 p Ci/L 10 p Ci/l 1 

v. 
I nuance of this ORDER does not preclude tM pursu1 t of addi t1.~na1 enforce­

ment action for the violations cit~i herein. 

VI. 

ORDER 

Based on the foregoing FHWIMGS OF VIOLATIOW and pursuant to the authority 

vested fn the Ad§inistr&tor under Section 309(a)(3) of the Act [33 USC 

1319(a)(3)), and duly delegated to the Regional Administratort Region 6 i!H'td 

\ 
· .... ·· .. 
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duly redelegated 'to the undersigned Director, Water r~nagement Ohis1on 

. Reg1on 6. 1t is ORDERED: 

Tttat the Corporation appear at the Region 6 offices of thra United States 

Erwirormental Proteetfo~ Agency~ 1.201 £1fi; Street, 28th Floor of the First 

International GuildiRg~ 0811as, Texas, before the under!1gned or designee, 

to SHOW CAUSE \'dly the Corporation has not complied with the mandate of 

Section 301 of the Act and to SHO\J CAUSt ~Y the EPA should not take 

further enforc~e~:Jt. action against th~ Corporation. 

The Corporation shall arrange for tho SHOW CAUSE ¥neet1 119 to be f:lel d prior 

to t4ay 14. 1982. Thq; Corporation shall submit all written material 

relevant to the above ment1oni"<i issues on '!i!llich it intends to rely in 

m~k1ng its showing a,t>proxh1ately tert (10} days prior to the scheduled 

meeting. 

To arrange the t:l'eeting and to pr<>vide any comments or rtu~stions concerniJ19 · 

this m~tter) please contact Kenneth Holley of our office at telephtHU~ (2.14) 

767-4375 .. 

The effective date of this ORDER shall be ~he date it is received by the 

Corpot•ation. 

OATEn:· This 15th dav of April 
. --------------.. - - ·----

IS/Keaton Kirkpatrick .. 
:;;;;'~(y_r_o_n~o=-· .~K"--nu-a-:rs-..o-n--. -.P"."""E-. -- -·----
Director, Water Management Ofv1s1Gn {6W) 

.j. 


